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I'D ASK YOU 
SINCE YOU'RE 
A LITERARY 
AWARD VET 
AND ALL. WILL 
YOU DO THAT 
FOR ME? 
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BY THEN, 
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IT'S BEEN ^ 
GETTING 
INTENSE SINCE 
WE SWITCHED 
TO DRESS 
REHEARSAL. > 
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ALREADY 
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GOTTA 
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CAN'T 

WAIT. 


I'M JUST ^ 
DOING MY 
BEST TO KEEP 
UP. I DON'T 
WANNA DRAG 
THE TROUPE 
DOWN, 

. Y'KNOW? > 
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Isn’t your sugar 



bear gonna visit for 


Christmas?! 


you? 
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CHRISTMAS 
IS; LIKE, THE 
BUSIEST TIME 
OF THE YEAR 
FOR A HOTEL 
RESTAURANT. 





1 



_ i 


J) 



V** * " 






-.W.-.-gAy 


WHATD 

SHE 

SAY? 
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FINE, BUT 
KEEP IT 
CHEAP, 
OKAY? 


YEAH, 
BUT I STILL 
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SEND 

you A 

LITTLE 

SOME¬ 

THING. 
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IT'S STILL 
UP IN THE AIR, 
BUT I THINK 
I'LL CATCH 
MY FRIEND'S 
PLAY IF I'M 


B^r IT'S 
no BICt 
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WELL, I 
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IT'LL BE 
FINE IF 
NA-NEE'S 
GOING. 
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MV FRIENDS 
WERE SENT 
TO ALL 
SORTS OF 
HOMES/ 
GOOD KIDS. 

ROUGH 
KIDS-THEV 
DIDN'T GET 
A CHOICE/ 
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I'VE HAD 



IT UP TO 


HERE WITH 
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ING/ 



WHY 


SHOULD 
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SPECIAL 


TREAT¬ 


MENT?/ 
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NANCY, 


THE 




GIFT 


DOLL/ 
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YOU'RE IN 
THE DRAMA 
CLUB TOO? 
IMAGINE 
THAT/ 




























































































































































I WANTED TO BE THERE FOR HIM IN HIS GIRLFRIEND'S STEAD. 



I PROMISED MYSELF I'D TELL HIM MY FEELINGS IF HE CAME. 



ISN'T THERE ANY ROOM FOR 

ME ON YOUR STAGE? 


































































I guess the landlord was 
holding on to it for you. 




















































































































































































CHAPTER 207: ONE NIGHT IN NEW YORK 
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JUST 

FORGET 
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...you 

AND 
MIYABI- 
CHAN 
WERE AN 
ITEM? 


WHAT 

WAS 

THAT ALL 
ABOUT, 
HUH? 





I DON'T 
CARE 
WHAT 
HAPPENS 
ANY¬ 
MORE! 
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SHOULD 
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GOING 




SV«V^ 

W/Xb 

,v!s 47 
































































































ssssss 

sssss% 

ss<sv* 




< *V ♦ V ♦' ••✓.♦ S %V* 

. V*% V*^ ♦ V ♦' •• fV % % V* 




*V. SNV ♦ %W ••?✓•• 
♦•♦•s s s s s •♦•♦ %%**^** •••••• •• 

•••••••• 

*V. ^SSSS V*V* V** ••••✓•• 
♦. V*V ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦' ♦' •• ♦' ♦' 


♦X*X^>J> 555 J 

♦X*Xv>J 55>2 

5:SSSSS«?? 

•♦•♦••kSSSSS%%' 

♦V.^SSSSVAV 

♦V.^SSWAV* 




:f'> 


%s%«w 

♦•r**ry*%** 


*::::55555::: 

♦♦♦♦SSSS%%’ 


sssss 

sssss 

sssss 

sssss 

SSSSN 
SSSSN 
♦ ♦ ♦ • • 















































































f 




W'>A 

.w •*#»♦•♦♦ 








* 

Mir- 



. t; >-• 

: iS»»> 
t& 99 f i; 

Iaa» '•:; 

I b. '!;: 



w^ ..<.1 



« s'<*::i 
>« ;;^‘*J. 
I^IL iSi5;: i 




SSU 




f>A 


* »» 





^ WELL... ' 

HE SOUNDED 
DOWN, SO I WAS 
JUST WONDERING 
IF SOMETHING 
HAPPENED. . 


HEY, you WENT 
WITH NATSUO 
TO SEE THAT 
CHRISTMAS 


PLAY, RIGHT? 















Hmm. 

That doesn’t 
add up. 


God, this is why 
long-distance 
relationships suck 
so much. 
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Oh, Its just... 
my boyfriend’s been 
kinda depressed ever 
since Christmas. 


L'**i*r*rvjs 



tasked my sister if 
she knew anything, 
but it doesn’t sound like 
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anything happened in 
particular. 
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You wanted 
to speak with 



Ha ha. Relax. 
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^ I'm not going to chew 
. yououtoranything. 




The reason I called 
you both in... 






...was to discuss a ^ 
letter we received from 
one of our Christmas 
V dinner guests, y 
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I understand those 
vegetable carvings 
were your idea. 








She s a regular who comes 
in at least once a month and 
always reserves a table on 

Christmas. 
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They’re all over 
social media. 
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But I think it’s 
wonderful to try 
new things... 
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She wrote to tell us this 
that year’s appetizers were 
as beautiful as they were 

delicious. 
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and to thank us for making 
dinner with her grandson 
such a lovely memory. 
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Italian cuisine has a 
reputation for being 
delicious but a little 
on the plain side. 
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...and strive to have 
people savor food with 
as many senses as 
possible. 




Some would even 
say that’s the 
essence of Italian. 
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Thank you. 


The ideas and techniques 
you two brought to the 
table made our customers’ 
experience extra special. 




Keep up the 
great work. 
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you 

REALLY 
THINK IT'S 
OKAY IF WE 
BELIEVE 
THEM? 


ABOUT 

WHAT? 




I MEAN, thing 

WE 

HAVEN'T 

EVEN BEEN y 
WORKING i||i 
HERE 

FORTHAT lilll 
LONG. illll 
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I DON'T 


WELL 


AS LONG PROBLEM 
AS WE 
DON'T 

LET IT GO N_^ 

TO OUR / 

. HEADS. / 


^.%sW 


I NEVER 
WOULD'VE 
THOUGHT 
TO DO 
DECORATIVE 
CARVING 
FOR THE 
CHRISTMAS 


THANKS 


...IF you 

HADN'T 
BROUGHT 
IT UP, 

TACHIBANA 


mmi 
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LIKE THIS 
IS THE 
FIRST 
GOOD 
THING 
THAT'S 
HAPPENED 
IN A 

WHILE. . 


^ ^ YEAH, A 

WHEN I yv\US. 
OPENED 

THE BOX, 

THE HAN- J 

DLEWAS llTfu 
ALREAD/ / f 
BROKEN. /: 


MY BOY¬ 
FRIEND'S 
CHRISTMAS 
PRESENT 
BROKE IN 
THE MAIL 


WAS IT 
TABLE¬ 
WARE OR 


FOR SOME 
REASON 
BUT WON'T 
TELL ME 


THING? 


IT'S JUST 
BEEN 
BUMMER 
AFTER 
BUMMER 
LATELY. 


CAN 

you? 


:s%'555? 
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ROWED 
'EM FROM 
MV ROOM¬ 
MATE. 
HE'S A 
BIG Diy 

Guy. 


IT'S 

CALLED 

KINTSUei 




IT'S AN 
ANCIENT 
TECHNIQUE 
FOR 

REPAIRING 

CERAMICS. 


THEV'RE 
NOT QUITE 
WHAT yOU'D 
USE FOR 
KINTSUei, 
BUT THEy'LL 
DO THE JOB. 




THE JAPANESE 
RESTAURANT I 
USED TO WORK 
AT USED A LOT 
OF EXPENSIVE 
EARTHENWARE. 


ONE OF MV 
COWORKERS 
SHOWED ME 
THE ROPES. 


THAT 
CHIPPED 
OR SPLIT 
AND USED 
THEM IN 
THE BACK. 
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I DUNNO 
IF I CAN 
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TIONALty, 
yOU'D USE 
LACQUER 
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HANG 

ON. 
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IF you 

USE TOO 
MUCH 
GLUE, 

you 

WON'T 
GET A 
GOOD 
BOND. 
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HBV, 


r/ 


m/i 
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ARE 

you 

LISTEN 

ING? 
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CK 
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Uh-oh, Will. Looks 
like we came back 
at a bad time. 


WA/rf 

bOH'T LBKiEi 
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Let’s go. 
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WHAT rr 


LOOKS UKB{ 









It s fine. Being away 
from your boyfriend for 
so long's just got you 
craving some company. 
V I totally get it. 
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THAr^ tjor 

«o^y /r IS AMD 

yoM K^J0^^ /Tf 

^rop rnym 

TO PISS fAB. 
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Are you guys 
re-enacting 
Ghost o r 


something?! 
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I’m sure teasing us 


like that must be 



tons of fun for you. 



but for us. 


it’s just super 


annoying! 
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What's that 
( supposed to mean 

Tokiya? 

You don't care if ^ 
people think something’s 
goin’ on between 
N you and Rui? ^ 


Or maybe you 
want people to 
think that! 






CHAPTER 208 : WORTH THE RISK 
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butifpeoplewantto 


It might bother 


Tachibana... 


Mi 


thinkthat, it’s no skin 


off my nose. 


since she’s already 


Or, what? 





preferred it if I said 


something like. 
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I wouldn't be 



caught dead dating 
a girl like her"? 


t . N .^ -vXS 
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I’m not mad 
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SURE. 





iMVy 





WE CAN DO 
THE REST 
AFTER I 
GET THE 
MATERIALS. 


NOW 
TO LET 
IT DRY 
FORA 
COUPLE 
DAYS. 
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THAT WAS 
PRETTy 
NASTY OF 
ME, HUH? 
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WE'RE 
JUST CO¬ 
WORKERS 


FRIENDS 


LATER 
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WHERE 

ARE 

you? 


ME yOUR 

ADDRESS 

I'LL 

GOOGLE 

IT. 


SOD, COULD 

you LIVE ANy 

FARTHER 
FROM THE 
STATION? 


HOME 


ARE KILL 
INS ME. 
I WORE 
HEELS 


OH, SHUT 
UP AND 
SEND IT 


/' SHOULD 

I CALL 
FOR AN 
OR A AMBU- 
HEARSE UNCE? 


OH, 
GOD. 
IS IT 
ROT¬ 
TING? 


OUST 

KILL 

ME. 


MY 

LIFE'S 

OVER 


\ 
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/ JUST WHEN I 
mJ THOUGHT HE WAS 
if FINALLY STARTING 
if TO SEE ME AS 
MORE THAN JUST 
4 A CLUBMATE, HE 
■I SHOWS UP ACTING 
11 ALL CHUMMY 

WITH HIS EX. L 

HEP L 

eooes 0 

WERE 

HUGE. I VP 

^ SUDDENLY ^ 

FELT SO 
HOPELESS ) 
AND JUST... 

\ LOST IT. ii 
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THAT WAS 




THE BEST 


MOVE you 


COULD'VE 


MADE. 







UM... 


WELL, MAVBE 
NOT THE 


BEST, you 


NOW, HE'LL 
BE FORCED 


SKIPPED 
LIKE THREE 


TO SEE 
you AS A 


POTENTIAL 

LOVE 

INTEREST. 


WHAT 

DO 

you- 


ANVWAV. 
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ABLE, OO/V'r 


TRY TO PLAY 


JUST ACT 


IT OFF. 


LIKE NOTHING 


HAPPENED 


AND LET 


YOUR KISS 


GNAW AWAY 


AT HIM. 
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s%%%' •• ••/X*X«vs s 


SEE HIM, 
WHATEVER 
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YOU DO, 
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DON'T 


APOLOGIZE. 
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>yyyy/yy/4 


J.V^V'C 


UNDER¬ 

STAND? 


I'/M HOT 
SURE I 
FOLLOW, 


UNDER¬ 

STAND 


OKA/. 


ANYTIME/ 
MAKE SURE 

you EAT WELL 

THE FLU'S 
BEEN GOING 
AROUND 
s LATELY. 


\ \ \ / I GOT 
lA-J VOU 

SOME 
READY- 
SALAD TO-EAT 
MIX, SIDES, 

PORK. 


THANKS, 

HINA-NEE 


I REALLY 
APPRECI¬ 
ATE IT. 


YOU JUST 
STIR INTO 
WHATEVER 
YOU'RE 
MAKING. 
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SOMEONE 
AT WORK 
RECOAWEND 
ED IT TO ME 
AND I JUST 
LOVED IT. 


THOUGHT 
you COULD 
READ IT 
DURING 
BREAKS 
OR SOME¬ 
THING. 




OH, 

COOL 


DEFlNITELy 
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LONS 

TIME 

NO 


THANKS 

FOR 

CALLING 


s-»5y 


♦>/»» 


I WAS 
STARTING 
TO THINK 
I'D NEVER 
HEAR 

FROM you 

AGAIN... 


soRpy, 

I JUST 
NEEDED 
SOME TIME 
TO THINK. 
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I FAILED TO 
PROTECT 
you WHEN 
I WAS 
THE ONLY 
ONE WHO 
COULD/ 




SORRY 


ABOUT 



IT HURTS 
MY HEART 
TO THINK 
ABOUT HOW 
BETRAYED 
YOU MUST 
HAVE FELT. 


WHAT 



HAP¬ 


PENED/ 




BUT I 
STILL 






THE WAY 
WE HAN¬ 
DLED 
THINGS. 


YOUR ' 
BOOK 
MIGHT BE 
SELLING 
WELL, , 


BUT FM 


THINKING 


ABOUT 


LEAVING 


SHINKO- 
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THIS BY 
NO MEANS 
MAKES UP 
FOR MY 


A k 
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I KNOW. 
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MISTAKES, 




• ^ \ V. * 
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YOU WERE 
AGAINST 
THAT 

MARKETING 
PLOY ALL 
ALONG, 
RIGHT? 
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you CAN'T 

JUST QUIT 
YOUR JOB/ 



AND IT'LL 
ALLOW US 
TO TAKE AS 
MUCH TIME 
AS WE NEED 
TO WORK 

ON youR 

WRITING. 




AND 

BECOME A 
FREELANCE 
EDITOR. 


I'Ll 

RE 

SIG 


THEN r 
WON'T BE 
UNDER THE 
COMPANY'S 
THUMB 
ANYMORE. 
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I MUST'VE 
SAID SOME 
pREiry 
HURTFUL 
THINGS TO 
you WITH¬ 
OUT EVEN 
REALIZING 
IT. 


IF YOU'VE 
HAD FEEL¬ 
INGS FOR 
ME ALL 
THIS TIME, 
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NOTTHAT 





SINCE 


YOU DON’T 


WHEN 


FEEL LIKE 


IT. BUT YOU 




IS IT 


BECAUSE 



CAN’T? 




OF WHAT 


HAPPENED 




WITH YOUR 


BOOK?! 
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I’LL ADMIT, 


ji i 


IT WAS ROUGH 


TO WATCH MY 


BOOK GET TORN 


I 




TO PIECES OVER 


THEBELLY- 


FICUREDI 


BAND. 
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BUTTHANKS 
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Y' 


SHOULD 




TO EVERYONE’S 




JUSTSUCK 
ITUPAND 



SUPPORT, I GOT 


OVER IT FAIRLY 
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GET BACK 


TO WORK. 
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QUICKLY. 
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^ PROBABLY ^ 
BEST TO 
AVOID 
ANYTHING 
CRIMB- 
RBLATBD IF I 
DON'T WANT 
ANOTHER 
SHITSTORM 
ON MY 

V HANDS. J 



SHOULD 
I GO 
WITH 
YOUNG 
ADULT 
FICTION 
THIS 
TIME? 



























































































I DUNNO IF 
TM BURNT 


I HAVE 
NO IDEA 
WHAT'S 
CAUSING 
IT THIS 
TIME. 




OVER ALL THE 
TROLLING, 
OR WHAT... 





THE 

HING 

IS, 


I'VE HAD 
BOUTS OF 
WRITER'S BLOCK 
BEFORE, BUT I 
ALWAYS CAME 
OUT OF IT AS 
SOON AS I GOT 
OVER WHATEVER 
WAS EATING 
AT ME. 
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NOW, 

I'M 

WORTH- 



KNOWS IF 
I'LL EVER 
BE ABLE 
TO WRITE 


AGA 





OBVIOUSLY, 
THIS MEANS 
SCRIPT¬ 
WRITING'S A 
NO-GO TOO. 
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SO, WHILE 
THE CLUB'S 
STILL ON 
BREAK, 





AS FAR 
AS THE 
CLUB'S 
CON¬ 
CERNED, 




I'M JUST 
DEAD 
WEIGHT. 


r/ 14 
































































































































PRODUCTION 


LIGHTING 
A 

COSTUME 
DESIGN 





SO WHAT IF 
you CAN'T 
WRITE 
SCRIPTS 
ANYMORE? 



THERE ARE 
SO MANY 
OTHER FUN 
THINGS 
YOU COULD 





BEFORE 
HANA-SEMPAI 
JOINED, 
EVERYONE 
USED TO 
COLLAB ON 
THEM, RE¬ 
MEMBER? I 



NO ONE IN 
THE CLUB 
IS DEAD 
WEIGHT. 
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a THANKS 


...I'LL 
TALK TO 
NARA-SAN 
ABOUT IT. 
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HAVE you 

SEEN THE 
REVIEWS 
FOR 

SHADES OF 
TOMORROW 


GLOWING 

REVIEWS 

ARE 

STARTING 
TO BUBBLE 
UP. 


THE CHIEF 
SAID THE 
TIDES WOULD 
TURN ONCE 
THE NEGATIVE 
REVIEWS 
DIED OUT. 


HE SAW 
THIS 
COMING, 
HUH? 


EVEN 

SO, 
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PENDS 


SOME FOLKS 
EVENTUALLY 
SNAP OUT OF 
IT FOR WHAT¬ 
EVER REASON; 
OTHERS DON'T 
AND FIND 
ANOTHER LINE 
OF WORK, 


YOU KNOW 
PEOPLE 
WHO'VE 
BEEN 
THROUGH 
\ THIS?/ 
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km 


Asy 

IDEA 

HOW 

THEV 

GOT 

OVER 

IT?/ 


BUT IT'S 
COMMON 
ENOUGH 
IN THIS 
INDUSTRY. 


WELL, 
r WON'T 
SAY IT 
HAPPENS 
ALL THE 
TIME, 


IT FEELS 
LIKE I 
FORGOT 
HOWTO 
RIDE A BIKE 
ALL OF A 
SUDDEN. 







AT ANY 
RATE 
JUST TRY 
NOT TO 
THINK 
ABOUT IT 
FOR NOW 





iim 



LIKE, 

"HOW HAVE 
I BEEN 
PEDDLING 
ALL THIS 
TIME?" 
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IF you 





yOURSELF 
TO WRITE 

LIKE you 

USED TO, 


HATE 

BOOKS, 

DO you? 


yOU'LL V 
JUST MAKE \ 
READING 
AND WRITING 
HARDER FOR / 
yOURSELF. A 
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THIS GAME 
SHOW'S 
BECOME A 
REGULAR 
PART OF 
NEW YEAR'S 
HUH? 


WATCHING 
THIS MAKES 


LIKE THE 
NEW YEAR' 
FINALLY 
ARRIVED. 
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NATSUO 

KUN... 




IS WHAT 
HAPPENED 
ON CHRIST¬ 
MAS IS 
STILL 
BUGGING 
HIM? 


WELL, HE 
ALREADY 
HAS RUI 
FTER ALL 


BLINDSIDED 
LIKE THAT BY 
A GIRL HE 
THOUGHT 
WAS JUST 
A FRIEND. 
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HE CAME TO 
SAY HI EARLIER 
BUT THEN 
HE RAN OFF 
SOMEWHERE. 
HE SAID HE'D 


WHEN IT'S TIME 
FOR THE 
CEREMONY. 



SORRY I'M 
LATE. I 
GOT HELD 
UP AT THE 
STATION. 
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Fa' ■ 
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ARE YOU 
ALONE? 
WHERE'S 
YO 

EDITOR? 
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HANA-SEMPAI 
ASKED ME TO 
BE HERE 
FOR MORAL 
SUPPORT. 


HEY 

tsutaVa- 

SAN. 


OH, I SEE. " 
CONGRAT¬ 
ULATIONS 
ON WINNING 
FIRST PLACE, 
HANAMURA- 
SAN. 





WHAT 

BRINGS 

you 

HERE? 



IT 

MUST 

BE 

HARD 

FOR 




.,.TO FO 
ATTEND you 
THIS KIND 
OF THING 
RIGHT 
NOW. / 





YEAH, 
L..THINK 
FLL BE 
OKAY. 































































































KENKO TOMOE 























































































































// 


WONDBR 

IF... 


...I'LL EVER 


GET USED TO 



THIS EMPTY 
FEELING IN ^ 








you 

ACTUALLY 
SHOWED 
UP FOR 
ONE/ 


im 
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IF you TAKE 


WRITING AWAY 


FROM ME... 
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HUH? 
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r THOUGHT 
you HATED 

AWARD 

CEREMONIES? 
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SEN¬ 

SEI/ 


SO, I 
FIGURED 
I'D STOP 
BY AND 
CHAT FOR 


THAT, AND 
THE WRITING 
WAS SUMMA 
THE HIGHEST 
QUALITY rVE 
SEEN FROM A 
NEW AUTHOR 
LATELY. 



THE WINNER 
THIS TIME'S 
A FRIEND 
OF YOURS, 
RIGHT? 
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TO GIVE A BUNCHA 
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RELATE TO 
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YOU BET YOUR 
ASS I DO. 
THEY ALWAYS 
A\AKE ME GIVE 
A SPEECH AT 
THESE DEALS. 
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CHAPTER 210: A CERTAIN WRITER'S PAST 
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IJU5T 
CLEANED THE 
PLACE ON NEW 
YEAR'S EVE, 
TOO... 

SURE DIDN'T 
TAKE LONG TO 
GO BACK TO 
HOW IT WAS. 
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WHY'RE 

you 

SLEEPING 
ON THE 
FLOOR 
AGAI 
SENSEI?/ 
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yEAH, 

yEAH. 


•N QUIT 
PICKING 

youR 

NOSE/ 


^ GETTING ^ 
BLACKOUT 
DRUNK IN 
THE DEAD 
OF WINTER? 
yOU'RE 
LUCKy 
you DIDN'T 

FREEZE TO 
. DEATH/ , 


WWEPE DO 


* rs 


you GET OFF. 


TRAMPLIMG ALL 


OVEP YOUP 


TEACHEP'S 


ASS? 








IM 



DIDN'T 
DROP By 
FOR NO 
REASON, 
DIDJA? 
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you WERE 


./i 


TOTALLY 








BURIED IN 
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you MUST BE 

ACQUAINTED 
WITH HANA- 
SEMPAI, RIGHT, 
SENSEI? 


I WAS 

WONDERING 
ABOUT... 
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WHAT? you 


CONFIRMED 


WHAT HER 



NAME WAS/ 


EVEN THE 


KANJI... 


you 


SEEMED 

pREiry 




CONVINCED 



TO ME... 
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YOU'RE 

WRONG. 


THOUGHT 
SHE WAS 
SOMEONE 




.,.THE 

AWARD 

CEREMONy 

yESTER- 

DAy.,. 
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.,.WAS 

LIKE 

NOTHING 
I'VE SEEN 
BEFORE. 
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AND 

NOT JUST 
BECAUSE 
r KNOW 
BOTH OF 

you. 


^ LIKE ^ 

you HAD 

SOME¬ 
THING you 

WANTED 
V TO SAy. y 
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THE 

mv you 

LOOKED 
AT THAT 
MOMENT 









I JUST 
WANT TO 
KNOW IF 
THERE'S 
ANYTHING 
I CAN DO. 


I'M 

WOR¬ 

RIED. 
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...A DES- m 
PERATELY } 
LONELY 
LOOK ON 
YOUR 
FACE 
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YOU 

HAD 
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lill / 
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I'VE 
NEVER 
MET HER 



iV J, 



' •. .••';• s 




THOUGHT 
MV HEART 
WAS ABOUT 
TO STOP. 





SO EVEN I 
STILL HAVE 
SOMEONE 
THAT WOR¬ 
RIES ABOUT 
ME, DO I? 



































































SHE'S m 
DAUGHTER 
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5555 


5555 
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BE¬ 
LIEVE 
IT OR 
NOT, 


ONLY 

BIOLOS 

ICALUy 

SPEAK¬ 

ING. 


I HAD A 
WIFE AND 
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SINCE THIS 
HOUSE WAS 
HOME TO A 
FAMILY. 


IT'S BEEN... 
OVER TWENTY 
YEARS 
ALREADY. 
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GETS HOME 


YOU’LL BE 


BROTHER! 





MY 

PREGNANT 

WIFE, 


Wi 
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I WAN NA 




BUILD THIS 




IN THE 


GARDEN! 





DADDY 


HAS TO 



WORK. 


SOSUKE 
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HAD 

ONE HIT, BUT 
THE SALES 
FOR My LAST 
COUPLE 
BOOKS AND 
MY ANTHOL¬ 
OGIES WERE 
MIDDLING AT 
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MY WIFE 
DIVORCED 
ME. 


ALL 

I KNEW 
ABOUT MY 
DAUGHTER 
WAS HER 


...PUT 
IT INTO 
WORDS 


EVEN MY 
SON'S 
MEMORIAL 
TABLET 
ISN'T 
HERE. 


JUST 


UAWA- 

,.KNOW SEMPAl 

ABOUT 

THIS? 


COULDN'T 

HELP 

MYSELF. 


WELL 


WISH I 
HADN'T 
DONE 
IT. 


JUDGING BY 
HER REACTION 
I'M GUESSIN' 
SHE DOESN'T 
KNOW I'M 
HER FATHER, 
ANYWAY. 


I DON'T 
HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO 
ACT LIKE 
ANYONE'S 
FATHER. 

























































































































































































































...UNFOR- 

GIVEABLE 
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IT WAS SO 
SUDDEN/ 
I WAS 
SHOCKED/ 


























































































LIKE, 


I WONDER 


HE IS?" 


‘THE GUY 
WHO WRITES 



YTHINK IT 
WAS LIKE 


A CONG RAT- 


BOOKS?" 


/ I'VE T 
READ ALL 
OF TOGEN- 
SENSEKS 
BOOKS, 
AFTER 
V ALL. y 
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// 
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HONESTLY, 
I WISH I 
COULD'VE 
TALKED TO 
HIM MORE, 
THOUGH. 


r ALWAYS 
WANTED TO 
MEET HIM. 





x: 


: 






]{ 'A \ 11 V ^ 


[■■r-11 --| - 



/ . , 


'y.' I 


'■ / i 
































































































































































































































































































CHAPTER 211: AS A FATHER, AS A DAUGHTER 



























RE 


I’VE 

ALREADY 
READ IT, 
SO YOU CAN 
BORROW 
IT. 


YOU CAN 
GIVE IT 
BACK TO ME 
WHENEVER. 
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' HE HE. ' 
WELL. 
TAKE YOUR 
TIME AND 
REALLY 
.ENJOY IT., 
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... •s - / 




WELL, I 
REALLY 
WANTE D TO 
READ THIS 


BOOK. BUT 
ITS ALWAYS 
CHECKED 
OUTATTHE 
. LIBRARY! > 
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MY MOM 


HATES BOOKS 


SHE GETS 


GRUMPY 


WHENEVER 


I READ AT 


HOME. 
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SURE. 

BUT 
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WHY? 
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IN AN 
AMBU¬ 
LANCE. 


I FOUND 
you COL¬ 
LAPSED 
AT HOME, 
SENSEI. 







V S 





UH-UH/ 





you WERE 


OUT COLD 


UNTIL A 


SECOND 




AGO, 
/'KNOW/ 


THERE'S 


NOWAY 


YOU'RE 


FINE! 
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YOU WERE 
PALE AS A 
GHOST. I 
WASN'T SURE 
IF you WERE 
GONNA 
AAAKE IT... 


PLEASE 


YOURSELF 

CHECKED 


OUT/ 
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ARE you *7 1 

FAMILY? 
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HE... 
DOESN'T 
HAVE ANY 
FAMILY, SO 
I'VE BEEN 
CARING 
FOR HIM. 


SI6N: EXAM ROOM 3 



HIS X-RAY 
PICKED UP 
A RATHER 
SIZABLE 
SHADOW ON 
HIS LUNG. 


HAD HE 
BEEN 
SHOW¬ 
ING ANY 
SYMP¬ 
TOMS? 





I'LL BE 
FRANK. 



HE MIGHT 
HAVE 
CANCER. 
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' HE MIGHT N 
HAVE 

COLLAPSED 
DUE TO A 
COMBINATION 
OF FATIGUE 
AND CHEST 
PAIN. / 


AT ANY RATE, 
IT'S A GOOD 
THING WE 
CAUGHT IT 
NOW. 



WE WON'T 
KNOW ANY¬ 
THING FOR 
SURE UNTIL 
WE GET 
HIS LAB 
RESULTS 
BACK, BUT 
IT'S HIGH 
LIKELY. 


BUT HE 
DIDN'T 
SEEM SICK 
OR ANY¬ 
THING. . 




I SEE. 

E 

SYMPTOMS 
CAN OFTEN 
TIMES BE 
SUBTLE. 


I MEAN, 
HE'D 

SOMETIMES 
COUGH 
WHEN HE 
SMOKED, 
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I WOULD 
ADVISE 
THAT WE 
GO AHEAD 
WITH A 
FULL 
EXAMINA¬ 
TION. 



mmt 


AND EVEN 
IF IT'S \ 
CANCER, i 
THEY SAID 
THEY SHOULD 
STILL BE ABLE 
TO REMOVE 
IT WITH 
SURGERY. . 


BUT THEY 
DON'T 
KNOW FOR 
SURE YET. 


I' 



IF THAT 
HAPPENS, 
I'LL HELP 
YOU WITH 
ALL THE 
PAPER¬ 
WORK AND 
STUFF. 
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I PROBABLY 
WOULDA DIED 
IF YOU HADN'T 
COME ALONG. 


DAMN 

SHAME. 


Mf 
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WHAT'RE ' 
YOU TALKING 
ABOUT?./ 
THEY EVEN 
CAUGHT IT 
BEFORE IT 
WAS TOO 
s LATE./ / 
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IS MY 
DESTINY. 









..you 

FINALLY 
MET yOUR 
DAUGH- 
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TM 
GOIN' 
TO HELL 
EITHER 
WAY. 
























































































I'VE 

LIVED TO 
ATONE 
FOR HIS 
DEATH 
SOMEDAY. 


EVER 
SINCE I 
LOST 
MY SON, 


LIS¬ 

TEN. 


I THINK 
THIS IS BOTH 
MY PUNISH¬ 
MENT AND MY 
SALVATION. 








I AIN'T 
ABOUT TO 
PULL THE 
FATHER 
CARD 
AFTER ALL 
THESE 
YEARS. , 


S'NOT 
LIKE I'LL 
EVER 
SEE HER 
AGAIN. 
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' IF you CAN 

MAKE A NAME 
FOR YOURSELF 
AS A WRITER NOW, 
YOU'LL BE SET 
FOR WORK AFTER 
YOU GRADUATE. 

. THAT'S GREAT. 


AWE¬ 

SOME/ 


YEAH, 

RIGHT 


EVEN TELL 
MY MOM 
ABOUT MY 
WRITING. 


BMK; ei^eei^flTO 


DUNNO. 
HE WANTS 
TO KNOW 
IF WE CAN 
MEET UP. 


IT'S 

FROM 

FUJII- 

KUN. 


OH, LA, LA. 
WHAT'S THIS 

A me? 
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THE 
MAN 
I MET 
AT THE 
AWARD 


BY TOGEN- 
SENSEI, 
YOU MEAN 
SHIGEMITSU 
TOGEN- 
SENSEI? 


MONY? 
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AND I 
KNOW I 
SHOULDN'T 
STICK fAY 
NOSE IN 
PEOPLE'S 
BUSINESS. 


I DOUBT 

TOGEN- 

SENSEI 

WANTS you 

TO KNOW, 
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TIME, 
AS HIS 
DAUGH 
. TER. 



^vvsvv» 

^s♦ ss* ♦ 
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WOULD 

you BE 

WILLING TO 
MEET WITH 
TOGEN- 
SENSEI 
AGAIN, 
HANA- 
SEMPAI? 









































































I GUESS 
I'M JUST... 

A LITTLE 
CONFUSED 


HE WAS 
JUST SO 
DIFFERENT 
FROM HOW 
MY MOM 
TALKED 
ABOUT 
HIM. 










I...NEED 
TO THINK 
ABOUT IT. 
I HAVE MY 
MOM TO 
WORRY 
ABOUT, 
Y'KNOW? 


AS FOR 
MEETING 
WITH 
HIM, 


w 

•M, 
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AND THAT 


SHE TOLD 
ME HE WAS 
AN AWFUL 
MAN WHO 
DIDN'T CARE 
ABOUT HIS 


FIGURED 


IT WAS HIS 


FAMILY, 


HE WAS 




FAULT MY 


JUST SOME 


7 '. 


BROTHER 



DIRTBA6. 
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I NEVER 


I 


IMAGINED 


HE WAS A 


NOVELIST, r? 
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MY DAD 
BUYS ME ALL 
THE BOOKS 
I WANT. 
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AND HE 
ALWAYS 
BUYS CAKE 
ON HIS 
WAY HOME 
FROM 
WORK. 
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H E TAKES 
ME TO ALL 
SORTS OF 
PLACES 
ON THE 
WEEKEND. 
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THOUGHT 

IT 

SOUNDED 
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AT LEAST, 
THAT’S THE 
KIND OF 
FATHER I 
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ALL THAT 


READING’S 


I’LL TAKE 


BAD FOR 


THESE 


YOUR 


-:*] 


BACK 


EYES. 


TO THE 




LIBRARY. 
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DONT 






PLAY 


OUTSIDE 


WITH 


YOUR 
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YOU 



S p 


BORROWED 


THIS MANY 


AGAIN? 
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NO, I ^ 
HAVEN'T 
TOLD 
HER. . 




w ■> 




V*/ 
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I FIGURED 
SHE DIDN'T 
NEED TO 
KNOW. I'M 
OLD ENOUGH 
TO MAKE 
MY OWN 
DECISIONS. 






SURE 

THIN©. 
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...DOWN¬ 
TRODDEN 
PEOPLE 
WHO FEEL 
LIKE THEV 
DON'T HAVE 
A VOICE, 
HUH? 


A LOT 
OF HIS 
BOOKS 
SEEM 
GEARED 
TOWARDS 


AND 

REAI 

IZEC 

SOMl 

THIN 


LAST 

NIGHT, 


I WAS 
FLIPPING 
THROUGH 


# # « 


BOOKS, 

RIGHT? 
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" LIKE A ^ 
COMFORTING 
ARM AROUND 
YOUR SHOUL¬ 
DERS. 


































































































WON'T BE 

HAPPy 



HIS OWN 
DAUGH¬ 
TER. 
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HE MIGHT 
BE KINDA 
PRICKLY; 


I 

THINK 


:/■ ^!i 


BE 

REALLY 
HAPPY TO 
HEAR YOU 
SAY THAT 
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OH, UM. 


BEEN 

FEELING,,- 




HUH? 


THE 

HOSPI¬ 

TAL? 
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HERE TO 
VISIT THE 
PATIENT 
IN THAT 
ROOM. 




HAVE you 

HEARD 
FROM HIM 
AT ALL?/ 
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HUH 


















































































































A S%V %%V •• ♦' r »♦ S*r ♦% 


•♦sss%v 


^ ^ •kSS>Vr****»***»SSSV*Wr »♦••»•*♦ 


s*:svs^ 


s 


>Vy^ 





s-vw>»,vrs-:;» W?>^i 

- V :.c:.x«.i::;j^. 


• ♦♦^ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ r^ •. ♦v^v-^.v 




4 ^77T. ♦ 








^ ''V''*'■ ' '’;^ 

CHAPTER 21 WDEd^VRATION 0™/AR 








I.il . :..<i^::::::$;;Sl 


•.•.w:V;¥SiiS^® 


:>;.ii 5 i:S:»SS 



,,,HE 
WAS 
GONE. 
ALL HIS 
THINGS, 
TOO. 




BUT ^ 
WHEN r 
CAME 
TO CALL 
ON HIM 
FOR HIS 
EXAMINA¬ 
TION... 


•' .SSSSS-i-SSS-i'. 


BUT IT 
CAN'T 
HAVE 
BEEN 
THAT 
LONG. 


I'M 

AFRAID 
I DON'T 
KNOW. 


SINCE 

WHEN 

O! 
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WHY IS 
EVERY¬ 
ONE SO 
WORKED 
UP? 
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HEY 


# # # 


you 

SAID HE 
WAS JUST 
FEELING 
A LITTLE 
UNDER THE 
WEATHER, 
RIGHT? 




HE WAS 
HERE 
WHEN I 
MADE THE 
ROUNDS 
THIS 

MORNING. 
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THEY SAID 
THEY WANTED 
TO DO A FULL 
EXAMINATION, 
AND START 
TREATING HIM 
AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE. 



WHEN THEY 
X-RAYED 
HIM, THEY 
FOUND A 
SHADOW ON 
HIS LUNG. 


LAPSED 

THE 

OTHER 

DAY. 



I JUST 
DIDN'T 
WANT TO 
WORRY 
YOU. 


I'M 

SORRY 

FOR 


HUH 


LYING. 
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WE'VE 



GOTTA 


SEARCH 


ALL THE 


PLACES HE 


COULD BE./ 




A SHADOW? 
YOU MEAN... 
A TUMOR? 
HE HAS 
CANCER? 
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THEY SAID 


THEY 


CAN'T SAY 


FOR SURE, 
BUT IT'S 


HIGHLY 
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HE'S NOT 
RESPOND¬ 
ING. THE 
DOOR WAS 
UNLOCKED; 
THOUGH... 


HE MUST 
HAVE GONE 
SOMEWHERE 
FROM HERE. 
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HAS 

HE,,* 


ALWAYS 

LIVED 

HERE 

ALONE,,,? 




HIS THINGS 
FROM THE 
HOSPITAL ARE 
HERE, SO HE 
MUST HAVE 
BEEN HERE 
FOR A WHILE. 
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WHERE 
THE HELL 
DID HE 
. SO,,.? 
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HE MUST 
HAVE 
HEADED 
TO THESE 
INTER¬ 
VIEWS.' 


WRITTEN 

THEIR 

CONTACT 

DETAILS, 

TOO. 
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THAT'S 

TODAY'S 

DATE/ 
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AS IF you 

CAN ATONE 
BV LETTING 
yOURSELF 
DIE/ 




JUST HEAD 
TO THESE 
PLACES 
IN ORDER, 
WE^RE SURE 
TO RUN 
. INTO HIM/ / 









































































THERE'S 

SOME¬ 

THING... 
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OKA>7 


...rVE 

GOT TO 
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I'LL BE 

GOING, 
THANK then. 

you FOR 
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...BUT IF 
THAT WAS 
WHY YOU 
DIDN'T WANT 
TO MEET 
YOUR 

DAUGHTER... 


I DON'T 
KNOW IF 
ANYONE 
NEEDS TO 
EARN THB 
RIGHT TO 
BE A 

FATHER... 
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* ^ I /♦ 




''I DON'T 
HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO 
ACT LIKE 
ANYONE'S 
FATHER/' 
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...you 

REALLY 
WANTED TO 
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THAT 

MUST 

MEAN 
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BE A GOOD 
FATHER, 
RIGHT? 
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you 

DON'T 

HAVE TO iilcf 
WORRY lip 
ABOUT 
THAT.' Kt 
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THAT'S 
WHY I 
COULD 
NEVER 
FACE 
HER.' 
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I'VE BEEN 
READING 
yOUR BOOKS 
My WHOLE 
LIFE, 

. SENSEI/ > 


I'VE 

LEARNED 
SO MUCH, 
ABOUT 
SO MANy 
THINGS... 


«<« 


THOSE 

BEAUTIFUL.. 

GENTLE... 

POWERFUL 

WORDS. 
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JUXC 


ALWAYS 


MAKES 
you WRITE 
THE WAY 
YOU DO. 
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I'LL BE 
SETTING 
FOOT 

IN youR 

WORLD 

SOON 

ENOUGH. 


NO NEED 

FOR you 

TO HARBOR 
ANy FEELINGS 
OF GUILT 
TOWARDS 
\ ME. / 


AFTER ALL, 
I'M JUST A 
WRITER. 


MW 


I'D REALLy 
APPRECIATE 

IT IF you'D 
TAKE A 
LOOK AT 


IF you 

HAVE THE 
TIME... 


IT'S My 
LATEST 


I JUST 
FINISHED 
IT LAST 


.. .TO MEET 
YOU, AS A 
WRITER, 
SENSEI. 
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SSSS 


DETERMINED 
TO WRITE A 
BOOK THAT 


POSITIVELy 


... BURST¬ 
ING WITH 
FASCINATING 
THINGS 
TO WRITE 
ABOUT. . 


ANY OF 

youRs, 

SENSEI, 


THOUGH I 
DON'T KNOW 
IF THAT WILL 
BE FIVE YEARS 
OR TEN YEARS 
FROM NOW. 
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TREAT 


WRITER 


?< 5 % 


ADMIRES 


TELL 

WHAT 






YOUR 
INTRO¬ 
DUC¬ 
TION IS 
WEAK. 


OUST A 
GLANCE 
AT THIS 
THING AND 
I ALREADY 
FOUND A 
PROBLEM. 


SHOULD 
OPEN WITH 
YOUR FIFTH 
LINE. GET 
STRAIGHT 
TO THE 


WHEN WERE 
YA PLANNING 
ON SUR¬ 
PASSING ME, 
AGAIN? 


THESE 
DAYS ARE 
IMPATIENT 
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NOW THAT 

Siynu'VE 


U<X/i^ -1 


iWAR ON 


JUJST 


A FIGHT, 
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I'M so 
GLAD WE 

GOT TO you 


WAS TOO 
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ARE 

you 

SCARED 











A - 




s K 



SO HOW 
D'/A FEEL 
ABOUT 
BEING 
CUT OPEN 
SOON? 


7 . 
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SSS^ 
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Ts 






scApeD? 

WHADO^A 
THIlUK I AM. 
A KID? 


.X 
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^ IF > 
YOU'RE NOT 
WORKIN' ON 
yOUR OWN 

STUFF, you 

SHOULD HAVE 
PLENTY OF 
FREE TIME, 

L RIGHT? > 


AH, 

YEAH 


«\ 


LV 




i: 




AS FAR 
AS THE 
FUTURE 


/ ■ • ;: • • p ■ : ■ 
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'X'.■' 


COMB HELP 
ME WITH 
INTERVIEWS 
WHEN I GET 
OUTTA HERE 
AND GET 
BACK TO 
V WORK. ^ 



If 
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Don’t you at least 
wanna go somewhere 
. on your day off? . 


Spending 
all your time 
reading 
. again? , 


Maybe some 
other time. 


America is a couple’s 
culture! Why not 
just invite someone 
fora meal? 


*ve already 
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WELL, 

FUJIl'S 


MAKING 

MONEY 


FROM HIS 


BOOKS/ 




IT'S NOT 
HIS FAULT 
you ALWAYS 


THROUGH 


DAMN 

IT/ 

YOU 

TRAI¬ 

TOR/ 




4ry^ i* 








THAT'S 
'CAUSE 
I'M UP AT 
THE CRACK 
OF DAWN 
STOCKING 
SHELVES/ 



AHH. 












4 - 



FUJII- 

KUN. 
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MOW'D 

THE 


I I 













Si 5 



YOUR 

GIRL¬ 

FRIEND, 

TOO...? 


# # # 



fir. 



HE SAID 

I HAD A 

IT'S BETTER 

HEART-TO- 

TO HAVE 

HEART WITH 

ANOTHER 

NARA-SAN. 

PLACE TO 

r ENDED UP 

HANG OUT. 

STAVING IN 

k jA 

THE CLUB. 




I STILL 
HAVEN'T 
SAID 

AN/THING 
TO MV 
FRIENDS 
FROM THE 
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AND 
THEN 
THERE'S 
ME. 


\ 


RUl'S 
REALLY 
GOING 
FOR IT 
WITH THESE 
COOKING 


MY GIRL¬ 
FRIEND'S 




RUl'S 


ROOTING 


i': N 


WITH 


OVERSEAS. 


FOR ME, 
TOO. 


ALL 


THIS. 
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. \i* 

>! * 




■‘?iy 


AND YET I 
CAN'T EVEN 
DO ANYTHING 


LIKE, HOW 
COULD SHE 
EVEN GO ON 
LIKING ME? 


y ' ' 


mi 


BEEN DOING 
GREAT 
LATELY. 
SHE TOLD 
ME SHE WON 
CHRISTMAS 
MVP. 
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ANYTHING 
THAT'S 
BOTHERING 
YOU. THINGS 
YOU CAN'T 
TELL ANY¬ 
ONE ELSE. 


BUT I 
DON'T 
WANT TO 
BURDEN 
HER WITH 
THIS. 


I KNOW WE ' 
SHOULD BE 
SUPPORTING 
EACH OTHER. 
WE SHOULD BE 
ABLE TO TELL 
EACH OTHER 
ANYTHING. 
ESPECIALLY 
NOW. / 


I'M 


ALWAYS 


HERE FOR 


YOU. 
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AH 


SORRY, 

I'VE 


KINDA 


GOT 


PLANS 
TODAY... 




JUST 


TALKING 


ABOUT 


IT'LL MAKE 


YOU FEEL 


BETTER 


I'M A 


CREATIVE 


PERSON 


TOO, YOU 


KNOW. 


I THINK I 


CAN UNDER¬ 


STAND 


HOW YOU 
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ms THE 


flVOIDIHJG 


FIPST TIME I 


.. 


seeikJG 


SAW HIM 110 


PIKKUW, so 


ru^o weeKS! 


I CAIO FOCUS 



I WAS SOOO 


excuev! 





OW STUDy- 


iWG/ rve 


Beew SOOO 




TWO 

WHOLE 

WEEKS; 

HUH.,* 


I THINK I 
STILL HAVE 
ONE MORE 



SO you 

ALL HAVE 



TESTS AT 
PRETTy 

MUCH 
THE SAME 
TIME, 
HUH? 


IS EVERyONE 
ON SPRING 
BREAK AFTER 
THAT? 








(mi/rm 



you WERE HOW 
SUPPOSED ABOUT 
TO BE you, 
LOOKING FOR AL? 

A JOB AFTER i 

you GOT Ka 

BACK; £"7 

. RIGHT? ^ 





t>o 


" oH, 

'< HE'S- 

W 6 P.Eft 7 ! 
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ANVTHING 

HAPPENED 

WITH 

KIRIVA- 


HOW 

'BOUT 

you, 

MVU- 

CHAN? 


IT'S A 


BLAST/ 


' I'M 
TEACHING 
A KIDS' 
ENGLISH 
CONVERSA¬ 
TION 


YEAH/ 


I FOUND 


ONE 

PRETTY 


FAST. 


HUHF! 


AGU^ 



w 

H 

O 

A 

/ 



IfJ 


m 

sol 




Sll- 









IA\ADE 
FRIENDS WITH 
THIS PERSON 
FROM A 
PUBLISHER 
THAT COMES 
INTO THE 
BOOKSTORE 
I WORK AT... 




I BET 


KIDS 


\ :• 




\ 7 


JUST 


LOVE 


YOU./ 
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GOOD 

POlWT/ 
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AAAYBE 
you CAN 
MAKE HIM 
AN OFFER 
AND 
MAKE A 
CONNEC¬ 
TION/ 


' 


k-y-i 




fV 





%V 4 \\\ 


Lv 4 


. 4.1 

THOUGHT 
IT'D BE NICE 
TO SET A 
JOB WITH A 
PUBLISHER 
THAT KIRIYA- 
SENSEI IS 
CONNECTED 
TO... 





* ♦ ♦ 


• i 


NICE/ 

THAT'S 

youR 

WAy IN/ 
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NO, 
IT'S A 
WOMAN. 



.0 


...SHE 
SAID "WHAT 

IF you 

INTERNED 
WITH US?" 


WHEN I 
TOLD HER 
I WANTED 
TO BE AN 
EDITOR... 


jr .■:. 




:•" y 4\ /v. 




HAVeiO'T 


1 miSS 
PUI-PUl 
TOOOO/ 


TO Hep (W 

Fopmpf 




V ■- 


i } ^ 

j 


YEAH 



V 


IT 

SEEMS TO 
BE GOING 
REALLY 
WELL. . 


SHE'S IN 
AMERICA, 
RIGHT? 





OH YEAH./ 
HOW'S 
RUl-CHAN 
DOING? 
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HMM 


# # # 


WONDER 
IF NOW'S 
A GOOD 

TIME... 



HUH; 

IT SHOULD 
BE FINE... 
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Si 




RUI- 

CHAN/ 
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s s 


pr;::sT::. 


AHHH! 

PUI- 

PUIII/ 


HOW ARE 

you? 

GOTTEN THE 
HANG OF 
ENGLISH? , 


; . 
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HEY/ 

DON'T 

you 

ALREADY 
HAVE 
LILY? 




EVERY¬ 

ONE'S 

THERE! 


I'VE 

MISSED 

YOU! 

HOW ARE 
YOU ALL? 


REAL¬ 
LY? , 


I ' 







o 

/; If 


HEY, YOU 
REALLY 
WON'T GO 
OUT WITH 


ME? 
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OH, WERE 
YOU ALL 


TOGETHER? 
THAT'S NICE! 




















































































Hey guys! 


How are you?! 



Are you teaching 


That’s right! 


Rui-chan English? 


Oh! Are you 


from here? 






. I 





Is Rui making 


friends over 


there? 






\\\m 


This is just 


Yeah, she’s doing 


between you 


and me... 




iF%* 





well, I think! 


Oh! That’s right! 
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mn 

IS 




kHs', 




JK 


...Game 

ON A 
DATE,,. 


' SHE 
SAID 
RUI- 
CHAN'S 


00 0 




'.i •.'f.rr**'.. 



HEV, AL/ 
WHAT WAS 
THAT? 


Oh! Looks like f; 
breakfast's ready! •’ 


See ya! 
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Vj/A 
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THIS CALLS 
FOR AN 
EMERGENCY 
MEETING/ 
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S*vV; 

i;* 



I # ^ ^ ^ ^ • • • 4 


BUT.- 
WOULD 
TACHIBANA- 
SAN REALLY 
CHANGE 
THAT 
EASILY? 


WELL, 
ONE'S 
ENVIRON¬ 
MENT CAN 
CHANGE A 
PERSON. 




• V ^ 




$ 



k:) 


SURELY 
THAT'S 
WAY TOO 
SOON 
FOR HER 
HEART TO 
BE WAN¬ 
DERING? 


IT'S ONLY 
BEEN HALF A 
YEAR SINCE 
SHE MOVED 
AWAY, 
RIGHT? 







ft, 



NOT AT 
ALL/ r/v\ 
ALWAYS 
TALKING 
TO HER 
ON LINE/ 




> vV 





K J 




'V 


^ FOP 
EXAMPLE. 
WOT KEEPING 
IM TOUCH, 
MAKING HEP 
LONELY... 
OP KEEPING 
, SECPETS... , 
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^ St.", 
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YOU'VE 
MADE HER 
WORRY/ 
SHE'S LIKE 
"IN THAT 
CASE, I'LL 
START HIDING 
SOMETHING 


YOU 

KNOW SHE 
NOTICES, 
RIGHT?/ 
"AH, HE'S 
HIDING 
SOMETHING 
FROM 
ME..." 


L 6 ‘ • .. . ..V 




I'M 


DISAP¬ 



POINTED 


IN you, 

NATSUO- 


KUN/ 


\a/(V 6 WCiMI 
fjoT TO (jo 
OUT WITH 


« 









THERE'S 
UOWAy 
yOU'RE THE 
KIND OF 
GUy WHO 
WOULD DO 
THAT; RIGHT, 
FUJIl-KUN? 





sSHur up, 

M(MPA55/ 


you'u 

RUfH My 

RE-PUTA- 


mm 








YOU'VE 
GOTTA TALK 
IT OUT LIKE 
GROWN¬ 
UPS. 


THAT 

INCLUDES 
THIS DATE 
THING. 



H£y, HOW 


COM£ you 


WOULDWT 


even) HOLD 



HflWDS WITH 


fAS?! 


THERE IS 


A GOOD 


REASON/ 




\ ' » 
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Xv*; 
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% 

11 

• 

• • 

• • 

.\... 

• 

• 

• • • 

"j 


I MEAN, 
IT'S NOT 
LIKE yOU'VE 
EVER HAD 
CONDOMS 
ON HAND THE 
FIRST TIME 
you MET A 
GIRL, HAVE 


have you 

/ TRIED yOUR 



LUCK WITH 


EVERYBODY 


IN THIS 


CLUB?/ 
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ISN'T 

WILL-SAN'S 

BIKE 

INCREDIBLE 


BE 

CAREFUL 
NOT TO 
CRASH 
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DAAW 

m 



WHAT 


THE 


HELL?! 


A 

DATE?! 



THAT'S RIGHT. 
I STILL DIDN'T 
BUY THIS 
MONTH'S. 







■y/' 




HIk 


HANA-SEMPAI 
MUST BE IN 
HERE... 
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SiSiiSS 






SORRY 

TO 

BOTHER 


•^sw 


I'M AT 
HOAAE. 


NO, IT'S 
OKAY. 

WOULD YOU 
RATHER 
GO FOR 
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CHARTER 214 


i«ss 


SUR¬ 

PRISED 

VA, 

DIDN'T 

I? 
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I GOT 
FIVE DAYS 
OFF, SO 
I CAME 
HOME/ 



THINGS 
HAVE CALMED 
DOWN SINCE 
THE NEW 
YEAR'S BUSY 
. PERIOD. . 






YOU 

MES- 


OH/ 


ME? 


^ I 


SORRY/ I 
FORGOT TO 
TURN OFF 
AIRPLANE 
MODE. 




i..A 



BUT 




A ' "-‘I 

4 , ..-'A 

- • V V 


...you 

HADN'T 
EVEN 
READ MV 


09 4 





THAT'S 

RIGHT. 


I WANTED 
TO FIND OUT 

WHO you 

WERE GOING 
ON A DATE 
WITH... . 


.:::• l 






v7 


llaiwy 




I DON'T 
THINK ANYONE 
ELSE IS GOING 
HOME. IT'S NOT 
A LONG BREAK, 
AFTER ALL. 
BUT I REALLY 
WANTED TO 
SEE YOU./ 


I WENT AND 
GOT SOME 
INGREDIENTS 
FROM THE 
GROCERY 
STORE, SO I 
CAN TREAT YOU 
TO EVERYTHING 
WE LEARNED 
OVER THERE/ 
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DANIELLA- 
SAN WAS LI KE 
"APPARENTLy 
RUI HAS A 
DATE/" 






I KINDA 
ARRANGED 
TO MEET 
SOMEONE 


YEAH 


WELL 




11 


IT'S NOT 
THAT 
IMPORT¬ 
ANT. 


I I'LL JUST 
1 RESCHED- 
ULE. 


I TOLD 


COMING 
HOME AS 
A SUR¬ 
PRISE. 


SHE 

WAS 

JUST 

TEASING 

you TO 
GET you 

WORKED 
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V 



HOW COME YEAH. 
YOU'RE 

WEARING y 

YOUR COAT? ilif 
WERE YOU S 
ABOUT TO * 
GO SOME- 
WHERE? JWi 
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I JUST 
WANTED TO 
ASK HER 
SOMETHING. 
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you WHAT 

WERE ? 

REALLY advice 

THAT • 

UPSET? i 



I TOLD 


you 

HAD HER 
OVER 
HERE 


you NOT before, 


TO LET 
HER 
TEMPT 
YOU/ 


AFTER 

ALL/ 



r DON'T 
FEEL GUILT/, 
r JUST KNEW 
IT WOULD 
MAKE you 
SUSPICIOUS 




X<s« 










WHAT CAN 

you TELL 

HER THAT 
you CAN'T 
TELL ME? 




GOT A 

GUILT/ CON¬ 
SCIENCE OR 
SOMETHING? 
WH/ D'/OU 
HAVE TO 
HIDE IT? 
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II’ 





♦ST' 



V.'A ♦A %•»♦»♦»♦ ♦•♦♦♦♦• 
V«*ASS'*VASVSS*. 


^♦>: 

A S S SS*^ «♦ AS&S S 
*♦ *S S SWA*A ♦•% \ 


















































































sw****«'. 

sw**y*'. 


WASN'T 


HE OVER 
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AT YOUR 


PLACE 
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HONESTLy, 
AFTER I 



SAW HIM 


...I 


NEVER 


ON sxypE, 

I STARTED 
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MOVE ON 
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S/MPATHETIC 
FOR HIS LONG¬ 
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TALKING 
ABOUT, ANY¬ 
WAY? WHAT 
ADVICE WERE 
YOU GIVING , 
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HE'S 

EASILY 

TEMPT¬ 

ED. 


THAT'S 

NATSUO, 

AFTER 

ALL. 



I TAKE 
IT THIS 
MEETING 
TODAY 
WAS YOUR 
IDEA, 
TOO? 
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IF HE HAS 
THE TIME 
TO BE 
CHEATING, 
HE SHOULD 
BE WORKING 
ON HIS 
BOOKS. 
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HAD IT 
REALLY 
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HE WAS ’ 
SERIOUSLY 
HURTING/ 
THAT'S WHY 
HE CALLED 
ME/ 


DON'T 

KNOW 

WHAT'S 

GOING 

ON? 


HOW DARE 
YOU ACT LIKE 
THIS WHEN 
YOU DON'T 
EVEN KNOW 
WHAT'S 
GOING ON/ 
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I THOUGHT 
HE'D ALREAOy 
GOTTEN OVER 
THE RESPONSE 
TO HIS 

ANTHOLOGy? 


...SHE 

SAYS 

you CAN'T 
WRITE ANy 
MORE. 


' THAT ' 
THAT'S 

wHy you'VE 

BEEN 

. UPSET... / 


IS IT 
TRUE? 
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SUPPOSED 
TO BE ABLE 
TO TELL 
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.1111 
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OTHER 


THING? 
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WOULDN'T 
you TELL 
ME ABOUT 
SOMETHING 
SO IMPORT¬ 
ANT? 
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WANT TO 
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HE DID IT 
OUT OF 
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I GUESS 
THERE WAS 
NO SENSE 
IN GOING ON 
HIDING IT... 
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MI/ABI'S 

RIGHT. 


I WAS 
SCARED 
THAT... 


...MY 

WEAKNESS 
WOULD 
BE TOO 
MUCH OF 
A BURDEN 

ON you. 


EVEN 

NOW., 




FRIEND! 
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WHAT HB 
TOLD MB, 
ISN'T IT? 
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HO, 

I'M JUST 
WORKING 
THE LATE 
SHIFT. 
I'LL BE 
LEAVING 
SOON. 


NATSUO 

KUN/ 


ARE you 

LOOKING 
FOR RUi? 
SHE'S 
NOT 
HERE. 
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TERDAY 



...DID 
SOMETHING 
HAPPEN? 



AME 1 

TPADC; I 


IT'S JUST... ’ 
SHE CAME 
HOME IN TEARS, 
SO I THOUGHT 
IT MUST BE 
SOMETHING 
V BIG. 













THAT'S 
WHAT'S 
GOING 
ON WITH 
NATSUO- 
CHAN, 
IS IT? 
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irs 

FALLING 

ON youR 

VIRGIN 

REAR, 

HUH.,. 










THIS IS ALL 
FALLING 
ON VIRGIN 
EARS. I'M 
SHOCKED. 
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HAVE 

you 

HEARD 

ABOUT 

THIS, 

FUMI- 

KUN? 
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THAT WHOLE 
FURORE 
AROUND HIS 
ANTHOLOGY 
MUST BE 
HAVING AN 


HOW COULD 
A KID THAT 
LOVES 
BOOKS SO 
MUCH NOT 
BE ABLE TO 
WRITE? 




AFTER ALL, 
IT WOULD'VE 
MADE you 


RIGHT, 

RUl-CHAN? 


KNOWING 
NATSUO, 
HE KEPT 
THIS QUIET 
BECAUSE 
HE DIDN'T 
WANT US TO 
WORRY HE'S 
STUBBORN 
LIKE THAT. 





HE TELLS you 
EVERYTHING, 
FUMI-KUN. IF 
HE'S EVEN 
KEPT THIS 

FROM you... 


...IT 

MUST BE 
REALLY 
SERIOUS. 
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COULDN'T 


...THAT GIRL 
FROM HIS CLUB 
WAS ACTING 
LIKE SHE 
UNDERSTANDS 
HIM BETTER 
THAN I DO. 


FRIEND.^ 


I'M 

ALWAVS 
WORRyiNG 
ABOUT 
THIS SORT 
OF THING/ 


IT'S SO 
STUPID/ 
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...AND 
THERE 
WAS ANY 
KIND OF 
TROUBLE 


...HAVE NO 
CONTROL 
OF MY 
EMOTIONS. 


...FD BE 
LI KE "WHY 
DON'T YOU 
JUST DO 
THIS?" OR 
"OBVIOUSLY 
YOU 

SHOULD 
DO THAT/" 


THAT'S 
lAUSE YOU 
LIKE HIM, 
RIGHT? , 


...WHEN IT'S 
ACTUALLY 
HAPPENING 
TO ME, I 
JUST CAN'T 
HANDLE IT. 
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MORE LIKE 
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IF THOSE 
FEELINGS 
GET OUT 
OF HAND, 
YOU'LL END 
UP WANTING 
TO TIE HIM 
UP AND 
KEEP HIM 
LOCKED 
AWAY. 


HEARD 
HE WAS 
IN A 

SLUMP.. 


STAND 


,. .THE FACT 
THAT HE KEPT 


FROM YOU 
HURT MORE 
THAN YOUR 
CONCERN FOR 
HIM, RIGHT? 


...IS THE 
IDEA OF 
HIM BEING 
STOLEN 
FROM YOU, 
ISN'T IT? 


FACT THAT 
YOU GET 


IT'S 

OKAY 


LIKE THIS IS 
PROOF THAT 
YOU LOVE 
HIM. 
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/ IF you ' 

/ APOLOGIZE, 

-^ ANDREALLV 

TALK IT 
., .you OUT... 

TWO'LL BE 

JUST LIKE 1 
you WERE / 

BEFORE. 


GOOD 
TIMING/ 
WE'RE JUST 
ABOUT 
TO HAVE 
DINNER/ 
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WHERE 

HAVE 

you 

BEEN? 
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WE I WENT TO 
WERE meet a 

JUST FRIEND. 
HANGING 

OUT. 
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HERE'S 
HOPING IT 
ALL GOES 
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AND SO 
THE AN/ME 
PRODUC¬ 
TION 
BEGAN. 





HO^ARE 
GONNA 
GET AWAY 
WITH THAT? 
NO MAUER 
HOW LATE 
AT NIGHT! 


WORK... 
ON TV? 
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THERE'S 
THAT 
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AS THE 
AUTHOR, 

DO you 

HAVE ANY 
VOICE 
ACTORS IN 
MIND? 



ARE you 

KIDDING? 
HIKASA- 
SAN AND 
UCHIDA- 
SAN, OF 
COURSE/ 


i 

i 




THB 

DIRECTOR, 

miTERS, 

PRODUCER, 

AND 

TV STATION 
STAFF... 



...MET IN ONE 
ROOM TO 
DECIDE HOW 
FAR WE COULD 
GET INTO THE 
STORY, AND 
WHAT COULD 
BE REMOVED. 
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THESE TWO 
ACTUALLY 
PERFORMED 
AS HINA AND 
RUI FOR A 
MAGAZINE'S 
WEB 

PRODUCTION 
ABOUT FOUR 
YEARS AGO. 



YOKO 
HIKASA- 
SAN AND 
MAAYA 
UCHIDA- 
SAN. 
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THEN 
CAME THE 
RECORD¬ 
ING 

SESSION. 



LISTENED ^ 
TO 

AUDITION 
RECORDINGS 
FOR 
NATSUO, 
MOMO AND 
MIU. 


AFTBR 

THAT... 


AFTER 
MUCH 
DISCUS¬ 
SION, 
EiERX- 
THING 
WAS SET. 



THEY’VE 
BOTH 
GIVEN 
THE OK! 
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I KNEW 
THEY'D BE 


FORA 
...BUT SEXY 
I WAS DEPICTION 
REALLY IN AN 

WORRIED ANIME, 
ABOUT IF TOO... 

THEY'D _ 

ACCEPT. 777^ 
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WORK 


THERE/ 



NICE TO 
MEET you/ 
I'M TAKU 
YASHIRO/ 



TAKU 

YASHIRO 

NATSUO 





WHAT 
A NICE 
YOUNG 
MAN! 




NICE 
TO SEE 

you 

AGAIN/ 


MAAYA 

UCHIDA 

RUl 







SHB'S 
EVBN 
CUTBR 
AND 

SWBBTBR 

THAN 

BBFORB! 





OH, 
IT'S 

FINE 
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IT'S 
BEEN A 
WHILE/ 
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SHB'S 
AS GOR 
GBOUS 
AS 

BVBR! 




HBARING 
PBOPLB 
RBAD MY OWN 
WORDS OUT 
LOUD mDB 
MB HAPPY, 
BUT IT WAS 
A LITTLB BM- 
BARRASSING, 
TOO, 


WB DBCIDBD 
TO DO 
50MB TBST 
RBCORDINGS 
TO HBLP 
THBM GBT TO 
GRIPS WITH 
THBIR CHAR- 
ACTBRS, 


i/VB 

STARTED 

OUT 

WITH 

JUST 

THOSE 

THREE, 
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CAN YOU 

MAKE YOUR 

VOICE A 

LITTLE 

DEEPER. 


.PLEASE? . 


EXCUSE ^ 
ME? ABOUT 
NATSUO». 

I THINK HIS 
VOICE JUST A 
LITTLE HIGH 
PITCHED.,. . 
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GOT 
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THE 


CAKE 
WAS SO 
GOOD/ 





AND THEN 
WHEN WE 
ADDED... 


FANCY 

THAT/ 
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CAKE AT A 
JAPANESE 
RESTAU¬ 
RANT/ . 










...VETERAN 
VOICE 
ACTORS 
TO THE 

MIX... 


...HOW THEY 
COULD 
ADAPT THEIR 
PERFOR- 
A\ANCE SO 
QUICKLY IN 
RESPONSE 
TO MY 
REQUESTS. 








YURIKAHINO 

MOM 




/ JUST SLAP ' 
/ HIM AROUND 
/ THE FACE, 
THEN HOLD 
HIM CLOSE 
AND GIVE HIM 

-AQti A BIG KISS, 
oiki ' ■^ND HE'LL BE 
, yOURS IN NO 
CHO/ K time/ y 


KENJIROTSUDA 
THE BOSS 



IT REALLY MADE 
MB REALIZE 
JUST HOW 
MUCH TALENT 
GOES INTO 
BEING A PRO 
VOICE ACTOR. 
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*THAT’S 
WHERE THEY 
RECORD THE 
BACKGROUND 
TALK AND 
CITY NOISE 
GOING ON 
BEHIND THE 
CAST. 








MB'S 
GRBAT 
AT PLAY¬ 
ING A 
SHALLOW 
GUY! 



YOU'RE 
GREAT, 
HINA- 
. CHAN/. 


7TVO HAVE 
SUCH 
SEXY 
VOICES! 


DAISUKE 

HIRAKAWA 

SHU 


TAKEAKI 

MASUYAMA 

YUYA 


KAKUTO 

KAJIWARA 

KAZU 



/ you 

/ PROM¬ 
ISED TO 
BECOME 
MY 

SLAVE, 

DIDN'T 

A you?j 

V ^ 


Y THAT A 
SOUNDED 
A LITTLE 
FORyV\AL, 
DIDN'T 

N IT? y 



...WAS 
REALLY 
INFORMA¬ 
TIVE AND 
MOTIVAT- 
ING! 


eETTING 

TO SEE 
SO MANY 
PEOPLE 
SHOW 
THEIR PER¬ 
FORMING 
SKILLS... 
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GONNA 
FALL IN 
LOVE 






HIKARU 

MIDORIKAWA 

KIRIYA 
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KONOMl 

KOHARA 

MIU 


HER 
VOICE 
IS SO 
CUTE! 



' I ' 

DON'T 


HARUKA 

YOSHIMURA 

MOMO 


HIS EX 
CHANGES 
WITH 
NATSUO 
ARE 
GREAT! 



TAKUYA 

EGUCHI 

FUMIYA 














































































THBNBXT 

DAY, 

WB USED A 
NATIVE 
PRONUNCIA¬ 
TION SPEECH 
SYNTHESIZER. 
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I^V4S 
SERIOUSLY 
IMPRESSED 
WITH HOW 
WELL HE 
REPLICATED 
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COULD YOU 
DELIVER 
YOUR 

ENGLISH LIKE 
A NATIVE, 
PLEASE? 
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MY MOST 
DIFFICULT 


WAS... 


Say your 


prayers! 
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...AND ALL 
THE OTHER 
PEOPLE WHOSE 
EFFORTS 
RESULTED IN 
US PRODUCING 
A GREAT PIECE 

OF WORK.4. 
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..MNAMh 
SAN, WHO 
SANS THE 
OPENING 
THEME, 
AND ARI5A 
TAKIGAWA- 
SAN, WHO 
SANG THE 
ENDING 
THEME. 4 4 


TO THE 
DIRECTOR, 
WRITERS, 
AND 

EVERYONE 
FROM THE 
PRODUCTION 
COMPANY... 
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